
 

Hear these words of God from Isaiah 55:8-11 (ESV).  

F or my thoughts are not your thoughts,  

neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.  
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  

so are my ways higher than your ways  

and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven  

and do not return there but water the earth,  

making it bring forth and sprout,  

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;  

it shall not return to me empty,  

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,  

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  

Very early in his presidency, when America was in the throes of the 

Great Depression, Franklin Delano Roosevelt pulled together his 

economic recovery team to conduct a series of meetings. As prepara-

tion for those strategic meetings, the president invited one of the 

foremost economists in America to join them and give a presenta-

tion. That gentleman gave a very comprehensive, very detailed anal-

ysis of economics and the situation in America. He spoke for well 

over an hour, and after he was dismissed a beaming President Roo-

sevelt said, “Now wasn’t that something! That was amazing! Tru-

ly extraordinary! But you know something? I didn’t understand a 

word that man said!”  
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President Roosevelt was a very intelligent and highly educated man, 

but he did not have the same understanding of economics as this ex-

pert did. That is not an unusual phenomenon. Imagine that I am 

walking through a forest when I happen upon a beautiful little flow-

er. I could certainly appreciate the beauty of its color and maybe the 

delicacy of its petals, but a botanist would be able to appreciate that 

flower in a much more comprehensive way than I ever could. He 

would understand how it got there, where it came from, and all its 

properties. It would be the same if I were in a high-performance auto-

mobile. I might be able to enjoy the comforts of riding in the car and 

maybe appreciate its power, its torque, but I would not know half of 

what the engineer would. What goes on under the hood is a complete 

enigma to me; an engineer would appreciate the car at a much deeper 

level than I.  

In the same way, if we were to go to a concert and hear an incredible 

performance of Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis, we might be moved by 

the beautiful melodies and the power of the choruses, but I guaran-

tee we would not hear half of what Jeff Faux would hear in that 

piece or be able to appreciate what went into the preparation for the 

performance.  

This is the natural state of things. We have people among us who 

know much more than we do about certain things, and I praise God 

for that. I am absolutely fascinated by people who know more than  

I do, and people who can do things I cannot do. Since I have a pas-

sion for music, I am always bothering Jeff with questions about how 

to do this or that. It fascinates me that some people have so much 

more knowledge, discernment, and perception about certain things 

than I have.  

Suppose a little toddler were up here with me. All that child knows 

at that age is what is right in front of his or her eyes. The child may 

be able to see the plants here in the front, but that child has no clue 

that across the hall is a room called McClure Hall; his or her world-

view is so limited.  

 2 



 

Perhaps if I had a big whiteboard up here, I could represent that 

child’s limited worldview by drawing a little half-circle down at the 

bottom. As a child grows, the worldview starts to widen. So maybe a 

two-, three- or four-year-old would remember there is a room across 

the hall called McClure because that is where there are cookies. We 

might represent that worldview with a little bigger half circle. But 

the child, even though the worldview is bigger than the toddler’s, 

still has no idea that 20 miles up the road is a city called Fort Myers. 

There are still limits to that child’s perception. As a child grows, we 

can continue to make larger half circles to show how the worldview 

expands until eventually the child becomes a teenager (and, of 

course, teenagers think they know everything)! But we know they do 

not and that they are still under the authority of adults––but their 

worldview is certainly broader than that of the younger children. 

Eventually, with adulthood, comes the broadest worldview.  

But there is not a whiteboard big enough––not a wall big enough––

for us to represent the all-knowing, all-seeing perception of Almighty 

God. He sees and knows all things! That is why faith in a transcend-

ent God is so essential. We are not able to see things from God’s point 

of view. There are times when it is very difficult to make sense of 

life’s circumstances: why things happened the way they did, when 

they did, or with whom they did. This includes times of suffering, 

times of sorrow, tragedies of all sorts, and, frankly, even blessings!  

However, God has not revealed everything to us. First of all, we are 

not capable of understanding all things. The Bible even asks, “Who 

can know the mind of God?” (1 Corinthians 2:11), but He has re-

vealed enough for us to get to know Him, to have a relationship with 

Him, and to learn what we need to know for salvation. For the rest, 

God calls us to trust that He does know and that He is working out 

His purpose, and all that He does is best and good. Sometimes it is 

hard to embrace this from our limited point of view. How can this be 

good? How can this be best? We do not see the bigger picture. How 

can we judge what God does? What is the standard against which 

we measure God? He is the standard! Everything else is measured 

by Him. So, by definition, all that He does is best and good!  
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Some do not have trust, and reject what God has revealed. Some-

times we even hear people say things like, “Why does God reject so 

many people?” It is not God who is doing the rejecting! It is we who 

reject Him! God has revealed what is good! As Pastor Su pointed out 

in the Children’s Message, God is the One who created everything. 

He knows how everything works, and He has revealed to us His 

truth and His ways. We say, “Oh, well, thank you God, but no 

thanks. I prefer to do it my own way.”  

In 2 Timothy 4:3-4, Paul wrote these words,  

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 

teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 

themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will 

turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into 

myths.  

We must resist the temptation to become our own sovereigns. If we 

wish, we can always find somebody who will affirm our way of 

thinking and what we want to hear, but is it not so much better to 

embrace what God knows we need to hear?  

Consider a little child once again. That toddler goes to Mom and 

asks for a cookie. To the child that seems like a reasonable request. 

Cookies are good things, so Mom should comply. But the mom in 

her wisdom and wider worldview knows that in 20 minutes it will 

be dinner time, and if the child were to start eating cookies now, in 

20 minutes the child would not eat his or her vegetables, so Mom’s 

answer is, “No.” Now the child, either incapable of understanding or 

refusing to understand, throws a tantrum. The smart mom does not 

join the child in the tantrum, but sticks to her guns and says, “Cry all 

you want, but the answer is still no because I know that not eating a 

cookie right now is the better way.”  

My friends, we do the same thing with God! We come to Him, ear-

nestly asking Him for something, thinking that what we desire and 

the way we want things to go is the best. Many times, He does not 
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answer exactly the way we want, and we cry out to Him. Our limited 

view makes our desire seem perfectly reasonable, but we do not see 

things from His point of view.  

Instead, could we ask Him what road we must travel to be more like 

Jesus? In what way does He will us to grow and to learn? How can 

we glorify Him? We can understand why a person would cry out to 

God because our limited view somehow makes us think that our de-

sire, which seems so perfectly obvious and correct to us, is what God 

must want, too. Why do we assume that our ways are His ways? 

Why do we assume that our plans are His plans when we do not see 

from His vantage point, or know His purpose—especially when it 

comes to a simple desire?  

There have been many times throughout my ministry when people 

have come to my office and told me what they are about to do. But 

they have made a decision contrary to the Word of God. I try to help 

them understand, but their rationale is that “it just seems so right 

that it must be right. Why would God have put this desire in me if 

it’s not what He wants?” Why do we assume that God put the desire 

in our hearts and minds? Why do we assume that because it is our 

desire it was put there by God, especially when it contradicts the 

Word of God? God does not contradict Himself. This is when we try 

to become our own sovereigns.  

We must stop and consider that God’s ways are not our ways. God 

does not always answer us in exactly the same way every time. In 

Scripture, we observe the different ways in which Jesus healed. 

There is no formula on how to heal. He did it in a variety of ways de-

pending on the circumstance, just as He responded to questions or 

responded to people in different ways. God does not answer every-

one’s prayers in exactly the same way. We tend to think that if we 

just ask for something, we will get it.  

There are times when we ask God for something, and the answer is 

“Yes!” Glory, hallelujah! Little do we realize that it was God’s intent 

all along. Remember, Jesus taught us to pray, “… Thy will be done.” 
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When people give their testimony, I will often hear this: “See,  

I prayed, and God answered my prayer!” (You notice the assump-

tion that God only “answers” prayers when He says, “Yes”?)  

Sometimes, though, a person is striving hard for a goal, and God in-

tends to grant the prayer, but the person has not yet learned the need 

to come to Him. As the words to the Doxology say, “Praise God from 

whom all blessings flow.” They think the blessings come from them-

selves and do not understand why nothing has happened. It is be-

cause they never asked God! As soon as they (as a last resort) get 

down on their knees and praise the One Almighty God, God says, 

“Sure! You finally came to Me.”  

In another instance, the answer is, “No.” Just like the mom with the 

cookies, God sees a bigger picture. Whatever we are asking might or 

might not be perfectly fine, but it does not fit into God’s plan or 

God’s purpose, so His answer is, “No.” It is hard for us to accept. We 

might see this when we visit a hospital. At one end of the hall is a 

gravely ill person whose family is earnestly praying that the person 

be restored, and God answers, “Yes.” But, at the other end of the hall 

is another family who loves just as much and is praying just as hard, 

but their loved one passes; the answer was, “No.” God, in His wis-

dom, decided it was time to call that person home. God answered 

the prayer, but do we trust Him enough to accept His answer?  

Sometimes He answers this way, “Yes, but not yet,” because God, in 

His wisdom, knows that much needs to happen first, some of which 

may have nothing to do with us. We might be praying for item G on 

the list, but He knows that A, B, C, D, E, and F must happen first. We 

must be patient. Another time, God’s answer might be, “No, because 

I’ve got something better than you ever considered.” Sometimes the 

answer is, “I’m not going to tell you yet because in your particular 

case you need to learn to trust Me.” There are many different ways 

in which God responds, but in the end, it is God Who has the wide 

perception, Who sees all.  

One of the best examples in Scripture was in the Garden of Gethsem-

ane. Jesus was about to be arrested and was praying, “…Let this cup 



 

pass from me” (Matthew 26:39), but God answered, “No.” As Jesus 

finished His prayer and the court guards came to arrest him, Peter’s 

natural inclination was to protect his friend, so he pulled his sword 

and struck the ear of a servant. Jesus told him that His Kingdom was 

not to be established by violence but by grace and mercy and sacri-

fice, so Jesus healed the servant’s ear and allowed Himself to be ar-

rested. If it had been God’s desire, He could have sent legions of an-

gels to protect Jesus.  

Can you imagine what it would have been like if Jesus had been pre-

vented from going to the cross? But you see, He would not have 

been prevented because it was God’s purpose that He die. Peter 

could not see that. God’s purpose will be fulfilled. The disciples fled, 

John, Mary, and the others stood at the foot of the cross looking up 

saying, “How can this be?” On Easter Sunday, they found out!  

A second example is in the Old Testament. Remember the story of 

Joseph? Joseph seemed to be his father’s favorite son, and his broth-

ers were getting tired of it. They decided to fake Joseph’s death and 

sold him to a passing caravan. We might think this is a terrible story, 

and it is. But Joseph was taken to Egypt where through many trials 

and tribulations, he managed to work himself up to an official capac-

ity in Pharaoh’s court. In the meantime, there was a famine in Israel 

and all the people were coming to Egypt for relief, including Joseph’s 

brothers. The culmination of the story is that Joseph finally confront-

ed his brothers and forgave them with these words,  

“Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you 

meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it 

about that many people should be kept alive …”  

Genesis 50:19-20  

The brothers meant for one thing to happen, but as we now see, God 

had a bigger purpose––for good. God revealed the why to us. Some-

times God reveals His purpose and sometimes He does not, but 

come what may, He continually calls us to look deep into our hearts 

and answer the question, “Do you trust Me?”  
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At the time, I did not understand why my ministry at my last church 

was derailed when I got sick, but then I landed here. Sometimes we 

cannot see God’s Providence until we look in the rearview mirror. 

But there are other times, too. I still do not understand why my dear 

brother had to die at age 50, but I have to trust that God does. You 

see, we can run to God with our questions, our lack of understand-

ing, our sorrows, our hurts, and eventually we find peace; or we can 

run away from Him, which only ends in despair. The way I have 

been able to come to peace with the death of my brother and many 

other things that have happened in my life, including some stupid 

decisions I have made, is that I have learned to embrace what was 

taught to us in Job 13:15, “Though He slay me, I will hope in Him.”  

Dr. Chun-Ming Kao of Taiwan unjustly served over four years (4 

years, 3 months, and 21 days) in prison for standing up for what was 

right. While he was in prison, he wrote a little poem called “God’s 

Way: A Poem from Prison.” I suspect that in Taiwanese it is more ex-

pressive than in English, but I think you get the point. He wrote,  

I asked the Lord for a bunch of fresh flowers  

but instead He gave me an ugly cactus with many thorns.  

I asked the Lord for some beautiful butterflies  

but instead He gave me many ugly and dreadful worms.  

I was threatened,  

I was disappointed.  

I mourned.  

But after many days,  

suddenly,  

I saw the cactus bloom  

with many beautiful flowers.  

And those worms  

became beautiful butterflies  

flying in the Spring wind.  

God’s way is the best way.  
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The Bible reveals over and over again that God is worthy of our 

trust. Do you really think that the God Who would die for you 

would abandon you? Do you think the God Who promised, “I am 

with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20), will not be 

there for you? Did He lie? Do you really think He is absent from 

your life? Do you think He does not hear or care?  

My brothers and sisters, we pastors have devoted our lives to the 

principle that not only did Jesus die for us, rose for us, and is the 

Sovereign of the universe, but as Pastor Su just described to the chil-

dren, the Sovereign God comes down to us! He is here to guide and 

comfort, to correct when necessary, to shape us, and to reveal truths 

as He sees them. In the midst of all this, never lose the principle 

shared in Isaiah 55:8-9:  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  

neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.  
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  

so are my ways higher than your ways  

and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

At the same time, do not lose the assurance he gives in Isaiah 55:11,  

…so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;  

it shall not return to me empty,  

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,  

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

There was once a television show which bore the title Father Knows 

Best. That was sweet, but I beg to differ. “The Father, one Almighty 

God, knows best!” God’s way is always the best way!   
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