
 

Introduction  

You may have heard that I have five kids. As a father with five kids, 

I am a hard worker at home. My wife has been homeschooling our 

kids for nine years; she works even harder at home. But with five 

kids, there is yet another that works incredibly hard in our home—

our washing machine! You can imagine how much laundry we have 

with five kids. Olive Garden has the never-ending salad and bread-

sticks; we have the never-ending rotation of full hampers. With three 

of our children being young boys, you can imagine how stained their 

clothes can get: grass stains, mud stains, spaghetti sauce stains, 

“what is that?” stains. Usually, the washing machine does the trick 

and gets the stains out. But sometimes, there is a particularly tough 

stain that requires extra work. At times there are stubborn stains that 

simply will not come out.  

Tough stains that we cannot get out of clothes are one thing—we can 

buy another shirt or pair of pants. But what about spiritual stains, 

emotional stains on our hearts and on our souls…what I call 

“stubborn stains of the soul”? Do you have some? Maybe, no matter 

how often you read the Bible, how much you pray, how much you 

come to worship, or how many times a pastor stands before you and 

says that your sins are forgiven, the stubborn stain on your soul re-

mains. Perhaps you did or said something; perhaps something was 

done or said to you which resulted in an estranged relationship. Per-

haps a family member has walked away from his or her faith or you 

are not permitted to talk to your grandchildren. Maybe you still  
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carry a regret or a burden, or you still nurse an injury. It is said that 

time heals all wounds, but time has not healed this stubborn stain on 

your soul. You continue to feel a deep sense of loss, shame, grief, guilt, 

and remorse. What do we do with these stubborn stains of the soul?  

The Bible has great hope for us today which comes from the bap-

tism of Jesus. I am going to ask that you stand as we read the Scrip-

ture in unison. As a biblically centered church, it is important for us 

to have the Word of God on our lips and to stand. In some churches, 

this is a tradition. All the people stood when the Scripture was read 

in Nehemiah 8. We will be standing together, in reverence for the 

Word of God. But beyond that, today we will hear God the Father 

speak to God the Son. I do not know if any of you have heard the au-

dible voice of God, but for some reason, I always imagine the voice 

of James Earl Jones. Imagine that God the Father is saying these 

words to Jesus, His Son, and say the words yourself as you think 

God the Father spoke them. Please stand as we read the Word of 

God from Mark 1:9-11 (NIV) together.  

A t that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and 

was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10Just as Jesus 

was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn 

open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a 

voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; 

with you I am well pleased.”  

This passage begs the question: “Why was Jesus baptized?” As John 

the Baptist baptized Jesus, he probably wondered the same thing! In 

Matthew 3:14 he said, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 

come to me?” In Mark 1:4, we learn that “… John the Baptist ap-

peared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins.” The Bible says that Jesus was without sin, but 

how sinless was He? Numerous texts tell us that Jesus was sinless, 

but I think the most convincing proof that Jesus was truly sinless 

came from His brothers James and Jude—both of whom also wrote a 

book in the New Testament—who believed in Him. We all know 

that if anyone were to have dirt on us, it would be our siblings.  
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The Gospel writer Mark said in Mark 1:5 that the “…whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out…” to John, 

confessing their sins and being baptized in the Jordan River. Jesus 

was in the group, but unlike everyone else, Jesus was not being bap-

tized for His sins; He had no sins to confess. So why was Jesus bap-

tized?  

First: Jesus was baptized to inaugurate His Kingdom.  

The baptism is recorded in three of the Gospels—Matthew, Mark, 

and Luke—and in all three the baptism occurred at the start of Jesus’ 

earthly ministry. Aside from one incident in the temple when He was 

twelve, Jesus seemed to have lived an ordinary life in Nazareth. In all 

three Gospel accounts, Jesus was baptized, then He was immediately 

taken by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil, after which His earthly ministry began with His preaching the 

Good News of the Kingdom of God. John said, “…after me comes 

one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to 

carry…” (Matthew 3:11). The Kingdom of God was now at hand 

through Jesus—as prophesied by John the Baptist—and it began with 

a baptism. Not a coronation, not an inauguration, but a baptism.  

In Pastor Brad’s sermon last month entitled, “Getting Off Our High 

Horse,” he shared how Jesus did not enter Jerusalem on a mighty 

horse but on a lowly donkey. That marked the beginning of the end 

of His earthly ministry. He began His earthly ministry humbly by 

being baptized just like everyone else. He inaugurated His Kingdom 

not in a triumphant manner, but with a baptism.  

Throughout His ministry, Jesus taught about the Kingdom of God. It 

was surprising, if not downright confusing. For example, in His 

Kingdom, the first would be last and the last would be first. Jesus 

said that in the Kingdom of God you are blessed when you are poor 

in spirit, when you mourn, when you are persecuted. If you want to 

save your life you will lose it, but whoever loses his or her life for  

Jesus’ and the Gospel’s sake, will save it. The Kingdom of God is un-

like any other kingdom because our King is unlike any other king. 

This King of Kings looks at our sin, even that stubborn stain on our 
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soul, and says, “My child, your sins are forgiven.” Jesus forgives 

even that stubborn stain of our soul that continues to persist. If we 

acknowledge and repent of our sins, Jesus will forgive us, cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness, and remove our transgressions. The reli-

gious leaders at His time were offended that Jesus would forgive 

people of their sins; they said that only God could forgive sin. But 

Jesus, as God, as the King of Kings, can forgive us of our sins. Why 

was Jesus baptized? Jesus was baptized to inaugurate His Kingdom.  

Second: Jesus was baptized to identify with us.  

It was the beginning of His earthly ministry. He came from Naz-

areth, a town so obscure that it was not even mentioned in the Old 

Testament; so obscure that Mark identified it by its region, Galilee. 

Jesus joined the line with everyone from Judea and Jerusalem who 

went to John to be baptized. He identified with sinners. John’s bap-

tism was to prepare the people for the coming Messiah. People went 

to him to confess their sins, repent, be baptized, and be made right 

with God. But Jesus is God! He did not need to be made right with 

God. He was not baptized for His own sin; He was baptized for our 

sin! As He said in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man did not come 

to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

He identified with sinners and stepped into the place of sinners.  

Jesus took upon Himself the baptism of repentance that we needed. 

Later, Jesus would say that He would be baptized with suffering 

(Mark 10:38-39). The baptism of suffering that you and I deserved 

He took upon Himself when He identified with us. The holy, sinless, 

righteous Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world identi-

fied with sinful humanity. As 2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “God made 

him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.” What a marvelous truth!  

Today baptism is one of two sacraments in the Protestant church; the 

other is Holy Communion. A sacrament is a visible sign of an in-

visible grace. Christian baptism is a sign and seal of the new life we 

have in Christ. The water used for baptism is not magic. Some reli-

gions believe that certain “holy” waters cleanse one of sin. For exam-
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ple, the Hindus in India believe that the waters of the Ganges River 

and its polluted Yamuna tributary can cleanse a person’s soul of all 

past sins. Yet the water is full of sewage and industrial run-off, the 

combination of which creates a white foam. Hindus by the millions 

wash in the toxic foam because they believe that it cleanses them of 

their past sins. That is not what Christian baptism is; Christian bap-

tism is categorically different. Yes, we believe that Christian baptism 

is for the forgiveness of sin, but more than that, it is our identifica-

tion with Christ. It is our public identification that says, “I am a 

Christian” or “My child is included in the family of God and initiat-

ed into the Church.” More importantly, baptism is Christ’s identifi-

cation with us! So why was Jesus baptized? Jesus was baptized to 

identify with us.  

Third: Jesus was baptized to seal us.  

When Jesus came up out of the water the Bible says that He saw the 

heavens being torn open. Mark used the same words to describe the 

curtain of the temple being torn from top to bottom at Jesus’ death. 

Heaven was torn open to reveal the amazing union of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit! When Jesus came up from the water, two 

things happened.  

First, the Holy Spirit descended like a dove. John the Baptist’s minis-

try and baptizing were to prepare people for the coming Messiah. 

Jesus’ baptism marked the transition from John’s ministry of prepa-

ration to Jesus’ ministry of revelation. It was to show us who God is 

and what He is like. The One more powerful, whose sandals John 

was not even worthy to untie, would not baptize with water but 

with the Holy Spirit. The Bible says, “When you believed, you were 

marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit” (Ephesians 

1:13). When we repent of our sins and turn to Him, we are sealed by 

His Holy Spirit.  

Some of you worshipping with us have never been baptized. If you 

have not been baptized and are interested or have questions, please 

talk with one of the pastors. Baptism is not a religious ritual that 

somehow saves you. I have heard of people who try to wait to be 



 

baptized until they are on their deathbed so they can “clean every-

thing up.” That is a complete misunderstanding of what Christian 

baptism means. In Christian baptism, we are sealed with the Spirit of 

God, we are identifying with Christ, we have a new life in Christ, 

and we are incorporated into Christ’s body.  

If you were baptized, do you remember it? Maybe not. But your bap-

tism was not merely symbolic. Something supernatural and spir-

itual happened at your baptism. You were sealed with the Holy Spir-

it of God. He has held you in His mighty hands. The Spirit has been 

leading you to the place you are right now. He will continue to hold 

you because our Lord is the Author and Finisher of our faith.  

Not only does the Spirit of God seal us for salvation, but He seals us 

for ministry. The Spirit descended on Christ to equip Him for His 

earthly ministry. Everyone who believes in Christ has been sealed 

with the Spirit, not just to get a pass to heaven, but to bring heaven 

to this earth.  

How many of us feel desperate as we watch the news and see what 

is happening in this world? We might feel hopeless and dis-

couraged. That is precisely why God has called us. This world needs 

the Good News of Jesus Christ. Our God is the same yesterday, to-

day, and forever; He has equipped us with the power of the Holy 

Spirit. The same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead lives in us so 

that we can fulfill the ministry that He has for us! Jesus sealed us 

with the Holy Spirit.  

Second, we see that God the Father speaks. His was the voice that 

spoke in Genesis 1:1 to bring everything into being. This was the 

God who spoke to different leaders and through those leaders to the 

prophets. Throughout the Old Testament, Almighty God spoke to 

His people. The prophet Malachi was the last prophet through 

whom Almighty God spoke, around 400 BC. The voice of Almighty 

God had not been heard for over 400 years. For longer than the Unit-

ed States of America has existed, the people of the world had not 

heard His voice. When His voice was finally heard again, the first 
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words God the Father said were, “You are my Son, whom I love; 

with you I am well pleased.” The divine silence was shattered for-

ever with the powerful and profound statement from God the  

Father. He spoke of His delight and pride in His Son, Jesus Christ.  

At that point, how many miracles had Jesus performed? He had not 

healed a single person. He had not cast out a single demon. He had 

not walked on water or fed multitudes in the wilderness. He had not 

done any “ministry.” But God the Father said He delighted in His 

Son. Our God’s delight was based upon His Son’s identity, not His 

performance.  

The Bible says that you and I, through faith in Christ, are also God’s 

sons and daughters. “For those who are led by the Spirit of God are 

the children of God” (Romans 8:14). “So you are no longer a slave, 

but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also 

an heir” (Galatians 4:7). Think about that. We were all spiritual or-

phans, and we were all adopted into the greatest family on the plan-

et. Not only are we happy to be part of this family, but we are also 

written into the family will; we are co-heirs with Christ! “See what 

great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 

children of God! And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1) 

The Bible is clear and emphatic, “You are a child of God!” I’ll say it 

again, “You are a child of God.” By grace through faith, the stubborn 

stains on your soul do not define you! You are not defined by the 

things you do or do not do. Perhaps, like Lady Macbeth, you have 

been desperately trying to cleanse yourself. You may think that you 

must work to earn God’s love. But by Jesus’ baptism, you are sealed 

by His love! No matter how you may feel today, your heavenly  

Father says to you, “You are my son, you are my daughter, whom I 

love; with you I am well pleased.” Let that truth from Scripture wash 

over you.  

Stretch out your arms with me now and say, “I am not forgotten;  

I am a child of God. I am not alone; I am a child of God. I am not 

worthless; I am a child of God! I am not rejected; I am a child of God. 
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I am not hopeless; I am a child of God.” That is the truth from God 

today. You have been sealed with the Holy Spirit. What is the stub-

born stain on your soul? By the truth of God, know in your heart and 

in your mind that you are forgiven.  

Conclusion  

The Bible says that if we confess our sins God will forgive us and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. He will remove our sin and our 

transgressions if we let Jesus wash us. Our King is able to cleanse us 

from all our sins, past, present, and future. Jesus was baptized to in-

augurate His Kingdom. Jesus was baptized to identify with us. And 

finally, Jesus was baptized to seal us. Be washed anew in the rivers 

of His mercy.   
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