
bonitachristianforum.org

Always be prepared  
to give an answer to everyone  

who asks you to give the reason  
for the hope that you have. 

I Peter 3:15

Season 21.
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7PM 
First Church Sanctuary and livestream. 

Tickets required for in-person seating.

The Bonita Christian Forum was launched in 
2005 by First Presbyterian Church of Bonita 
Springs to enrich the cultural and spiritual life 
of the Bonita Springs area. Its intent is to raise 
the visibility of the Christian message in our 
community and present the life-changing 
work of Christ to people who have not yet  
met Him. 

Over 20 previous seasons, the Forum has 
welcomed some of the most notable voices  
of our time from multiple disciplines, sharing 
their Christian testimony. 

We invite you to meet our line-up of  
speakers for Season 21 and consider how  
you might participate with us.
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Kenneth Valentine 
Monday, November 17, 2025 | 7PM 
KENNETH VALENTINE, a former U.S. Secret Service Special 
Agent, served on the Presidential Protective Division for  
Presidents Clinton, Bush, and Obama. After retiring, he  
transitioned into corporate security consulting, leadership 
coaching, and public speaking. He serves on the board of the 
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children, chairs its  
Operations & Law Enforcement Committee, and supports the 
WellHouse, a safe haven for survivors of sex trafficking. He has 
been a regular contributor on Fox News and is the author of 
Cheating Death (2024) and a new devotional, Staying Sharp 
(2025). He has been married to his wife, Sandra, for over  
thirty years and has five children. 

 

Benjamin Watson 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026 | 7PM 
BENJAMIN WATSON is a true talent and offensive force as an 
NFL tight end whose 15-year career included playing for the 
Patriots, Browns, Saints, Ravens, and Eagles. Drafted in the  
first round by New England in 2004, he won a Super Bowl as  
a rookie and became known for his remarkable hustle play in 
the 2005 AFC Divisional Game. Since retiring, he has become 
an author, a speaker, and an advocate. He serves as a college 
football studio analyst with the SEC Network, VP of strategic  
relationships with Human Coalition, and Director of Football 
for Pro Athletes Outreach. Along with his wife, Kirsten, he is  
the founder of The Watson 7 Foundation, a nonprofit focused 
on strengthening families. Pursuing their mission of justice, 
kindness, and faith, the Watsons now live in Georgia with  
their seven children.

VALENTINE WATSON



Mike Pence 
Tuesday, February 17, 2026 | 7PM 
MIKE PENCE was born in Columbus, Indiana, on June 7, 1959, 
into a family that epitomized the American Dream, instilling in 
him values of hard work, faith, and family. After graduating 
from Hanover College and Indiana University School of Law,  
he embarked on a multifaceted career, including law practice, 
hosting a talk show, serving as a Congressman for six terms, 
and championing limited government and fiscal responsibility. 
Pence then was elected the 50th Governor of Indiana, focusing 
on tax cuts, job creation, education reform, and infrastructure 
investment while maintaining fiscal responsibility. His  
accomplishments in Indiana led to his selection as the 48th 
Vice President of the United States. Pence’s conservative  
philosophy, inspired by Ronald Reagan, led to his founding  
Advancing American Freedom which continues to advocate 
for faith, family, and liberty as foundational American values. 

 

Ross Douthat 
Monday, March 23, 2026 | 7PM 
ROSS DOUTHAT, one of the most influential voices of his  
generation, has been an op-ed columnist for The New York 
Times since 2009, where he writes about politics, religion,  
culture, and intellectual life. Known for his thoughtful style  
and ability to engage across the political spectrum, he is also 
co-host of the NYT podcast Interesting Times. His books  
include Grand New Party (2008), which anticipated the rise of 
conservative populism, as well as Bad Religion (2012), To 
Change the Church (2018), The Decadent Society (2020), and  
The Deep Places (2021), a memoir of chronic illness. His latest 
work, Believe (2025), makes the case for faith in modern life. 
Douthat also holds fellowships at the American Enterprise  
Institute, the Institute for Human Ecology, and the Elm  
Institute, and lives in Connecticut with his wife and  
five children.

PENCE DOUTHAT



Enclosed is a gift of:  

   CHAMPION          $       1,000 

   ADVOCATE           $          350 

   Additional Gift     $ 

       TOTAL                   $ 

NAME(S) 

EMAIL 

ADDRESS 

CITY / STATE / ZIP 

PHONE 

Please choose:       Mail tickets       Pick up tickets 
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Count me in as a Season 21 
Friend of the Forum!

Complete this form and return it with your gift, payable to  
First Presbyterian Church (Memo: Bonita Christian Forum):  

First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 2168 
Bonita Springs, FL 34133

Payment Enclosed 
  Check       Credit Card (complete below)       Other 

NAME ON CREDIT CARD 

CREDIT CARD NUMBER 

EXP. DATE                                                SECURITY CODE                                    BILLING ZIP CODE

Yes!

Sponsor Online:  
Visit fpcbonita.org/bcf to become a Friend of the Forum.



The Bonita Christian Forum is offered to the community at no 
charge so that the life-transforming message of the Gospel is 
available to everyone. The Friends of the Forum sponsorship  
program underwrites the cost of providing our speakers, their 
transportation, and lodging. All gifts to the sponsorship are  
tax-deductible.  

You can express your support for the Bonita Christian Forum  
by becoming a Friend of the Forum for the 2025-2026 season.  
Please read the following carefully. There are two levels of  
sponsorship. 

CHAMPION  |  Gift of $1,000 
Champions receive four (4) tickets per event, early entry at 6PM 
and priority meet and greet with the speaker, when available.  

ADVOCATE  |  Gift of $350 
Advocates receive two (2) tickets per event, early entry at 6:15PM 
and entry to meet and greet with the speaker, when available.

Friends
of theForum.

Livestream.
Season 21 Livestream. 
All Forum events will be livestreamed, viewable only in real time 
(7PM Eastern), on the Forum website. Replay is not available.  
A link will be provided to all Friends of the Forum the day of the 
event. Become a Friend of the Forum to get the latest updates!

Sponsorships will be processed as they are received and an  
acknowledgement sent via email.   

All gifts are tax-deductible.



What happens at a Forum event? 
A Forum program lasts approximately one hour, with a  
45-minute presentation/interview by the speaker and a brief 
period of audience Q & A following. When possible, we also 
offer an opportunity for the speaker to personally greet  
Forum sponsors. 

How can I participate? 
A ticket is required to attend the Forum in person. Friends of  
the Forum (sponsors) receive tickets for in-person seating and 
early entry to the event. All sponsors will automatically receive 
the livestream link. 

How do I get tickets? 
The Ticket Office at First Church manages the distribution of 
event tickets. Friends of the Forum sponsors can pick up their 
event tickets in advance at the Ticket Office or choose to have 
them mailed. General Admission tickets are distributed free of 
charge to the public one week before the event. Ticket Office 
hours are Monday-Thursday, 9AM-3:30PM. 

When should I arrive? 
Friends of the Forum receive early entry: Champions at 6PM;  
Advocates at 6:15PM. The doors will open for all General  
Admission ticketholders at 6:30PM. The program begins 
promptly at 7PM. 

Is the Forum livestreamed? 
All Forum events will be livestreamed, viewable only in real 
time (7PM Eastern), on the Forum website. Replay is not  
available. A link will be provided to all Friends of the Forum  
the day of the event. Become a Friend of the Forum to get the 
latest updates!

Questions.

First Church Ticket Office  
Christine DeLessio, Ticket Office Manager 
239-992-3410 or tickets@fpcbonita.org  
Located just inside the main entrance of the church.



First Presbyterian Church | Bonita Springs 
9751 Bonita Beach Road 
Bonita Springs, Florida 34135 
239.992.3233                                                                 fpcbonita.org

For more information, directions,  
and policies, visit our website: 

bonitachristianforum.org
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